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ACT Preparation Workshop

A workshop to help students prepare for ACT will be held Monday, March 23 and Tuesday, March 24 from 6:30-9:00 p.m. at Newton High School.  This workshop will be conducted by ZAPS Learning Company located in Iowa City.  The cost of the workshop is $75.  Registration should be made at the Guidance Office.
Dollars for Scholars

The Newton Dollars for Scholars organization invites Newton High School seniors to apply for Education Awards.  The majority of the awards are $500.  All Newton seniors who are planning an education after high school can apply.  If you are headed to Vocational Training, a two-year college, or a four-year college, you are invited to apply.

Applications will be available in the Guidance Office in February 2009 and will be due March 11, 2009 by noon.

Senior Parents
Don’t forget to send in your Senior Ads for the yearbook.  This is a great way to show your senior how much you care…contact Lisa Calvin at 792-5797 ext. 2236 for order forms. The absolute deadline is Feb. 27, 2009.
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Summer Driver Education

Before registering for Driver Education, current high school students must have earned or be passing 13 credits (1/4 of the required 52 graduation credits) at the end of the third term.  Current 8th grade students must have passed all of their third quarter classes.  Students who fail to meet the academic prerequisite at the end of the third term, but who do meet the prerequisite at the end of second semester will be allowed to register for any available seats in the July session of Driver Education.
Registration will be announced at the High School, Middle School, and Basics & Beyond School around the first part of March.  Forms must be returned with full payment by March 27, 2009.
Tentative 2009 dates are:  1st session June 1  – July 3 .  2nd session July 6 – August 7.  Classes meet daily from 8:30-10:00 a.m.    
School Year Driver Education
The RLS Driving School, in cooperation with Newton Community Schools, will be providing driver education to Newton and area students during the 2009-10 school year.  Students must have a study hall in their schedule to do this as this will be their driving time.  Next session begins Term 4, March 23rd with classroom sessions held at NHS Mon, Tue, and Thu 6:30-8:15p.m.  Registration forms can be picked up in the NHS Guidance Office mid February.
FAFSA for Seniors

Once a PIN, Always a PIN

Hopefully you already have a Personal Identification Number (PIN) and know what (or where) it is.  You can request a Duplicate PIN if you forgot or lost it, or apply for one for the first time, at www.pin.ed.gov.  The PIN can make the financial aid process quicker by allowing you to sign your financial aid application or FAFSA electronically. 

Fill out the FAFSA

The FAFSA is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It must be completed each year you wish to receive financial aid. Keep a copy of the completed FAFSA and extra copies of tax returns, as you may need to send copies of the signed tax returns to the financial aid office for verification purposes.  This verification process occurs each year for many college students and their parents, so try not to be annoyed or feel “targeted” by the school’s request. 

If you or your family have unusual circumstances (such as loss of employment) that might affect your eligibility for student financial aid, submit the FAFSA, then consult with the financial aid office.

FAFSA Facts:
Who? You and your parents complete the form. 

What? The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) must be completed in order for you to be considered for federal aid and many types of state and institutional aid. 

When? Complete the form as soon as you can after Jan. 1 each year or before the school’s priority deadline. Check with the financial aid office regarding any additional forms that are required. Click here to view a list of financial aid priority deadlines for Iowa colleges and universities. 

Where? The FAFSA can be completed online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

How? You and your parents will need to gather your most recent federal tax returns (including W-2 forms), as well as current bank account and investment statements before you begin. 

Download a FAFSA Checklist. 

You can get an estimate of eligibility for federal student aid by using the U.S. Department of Education’s FAFSA4caster. 

You and your parents can get free assistance completing the forms at an ICAN College Planning Center. Call (877) 272-4692 for an appointment or go to www.icansucceed.org.
The NHS Career Center – 
check it out!

The NHS career center has a new lady behind the desk – now assisting students with their needs is Abby Lamont.  She will continue to gather scholarships for students and she will hold the career seminars where students can gather information from professionals in many different career fields.  The career center is also the esteemed meeting location for various college and university admission representatives to relay important information to interested students.

Along with these many functions, the career center also gathers info on specific colleges and current happenings in the different career fields. Recently a few interesting articles have come our way:  

Video Gaming career?

Anyone for developing a new video game?  Have any of your students mentioned this as their dream job?  They may be in luck.  Not only is there a college close by that has Gaming Design as a major, but there is also a company in Iowa City that has worked on ‘several versions of “Guitar Hero,” the wildly popular game.’ (DM register) 

The name of the company in Iowa City is Budcat Creations.  They have ‘gone from 6 employees to nearly 60 in three years.’ (DM register) So, what kind of an education do I need so I am qualified to work in this career field?  There is a new technical college in Clive, IA that has many new and unique programs of study, including Game Design.  Visit this website to learn more!  http://www.itt-tech.edu.  

The Shortage of Aircraft maintenance personnel:

Indian Hills Community College has an Aviation Department that shares with us that there is a huge shortage of workers in the Airframe & Powerplant Technician career field.  It has been stated by Frank Jackman at AviationWeek.com that ‘the airline industry is going to need 24,000 mechanics a year for the next 20 years to keep pace with expected fleet growth.’  Another bonus is...the median salary in Iowa for this career field is $45,000 (www.careerinfonet.org).
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